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The Senior
Years

Exactly when your dog or cat be-
comes a senior depends on its size
and breed (your veterinarian has
guidelines). But at whatever age the
“golden years” begin, it is impor-
tant to see your vet more frequently
and to keep your pet trim. Your el-
derly animal may face a series of
naw challenges, but new treatments
often can halp make your compan-
ion's last years more comfortable.

The canine brain ages, as ours
does, and unwanted behaviors can
develop, such as getting “lost” in
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A your pet ages, keep its weight in
chack and plan on freguent vet visits,

your homse and having house-training
accidents. These symptoms were
once considered unavoidable. Mow,
the medication Anipnd minimizes
tham for mose than 75% of the dogs
who take it.
Treatments for cancer:

Cancer—too often an unwanted
companion of old age—strikes dogs
about as often as it does people
[cats a bit less). The risk increases
for all pets as they age. Cancer ac-
counts for about 50% of deaths in
cats or dogs older than 10

A diagnosis of cancer in a pat
can be devastating. "l was actual-
ly harder for me—and caused many,
many mose tears—io hear that my
dogs had cancer than when | had a
brush with it myself,” says Vidki
Croke, author of Animal ER.

Today, animals can get the treat-
mants any other family membar
would receive, from radiation and
chemotherapy to surgery, and treat-
ments are improving all the time.

Even =0, care can be costly, and the
disease can be a formidable adver-

sary. As abviays, discuss your options

carefully with your weterinarian.
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